Plants have been central to human life as sources of food and raw materials for artifact construction over evolutionary time. But plants also have chemical and physical defenses (such as harmful toxins and thorns) that provide protection from herbivores. The presence of these defenses has shaped the behavioral strategies of non-human animals. Here we report evidence that human infants possess strategies that would serve to protect them from dangers posed by plants. Across two experiments, infants as young as eight months exhibit greater reluctance to manually explore plants compared to other entities. These results expand the growing literature showing that infants are sensitive to certain ancestrally recurrent dangers, and provide a basis for further exploration.
Introduction
In modern Western circumstances, plants are often peripheral to daily life. They may be encountered only in well-manicured lawns and parks, or as already-harvested fruits and vegetables in the grocery store. Even people who spend lots of time outdoors do not need to know the names or underlying properties of the trees and shrubs along the trails; they are simply part of the scenery. However, across the entirety of human history these circumstances are rare-a consequence of the WEIRD societies (i.e., Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic; Henrich, Heine, & Norenzayan, 2010) in which we live.
Throughout human evolution (extending to well before we were human), and in the conditions of modern huntergatherers, plants have been essential to human existence. Gathered plant resources provide food (Cordain et al., 2000; Ungar & Sponheimer, 2011) , raw materials for building shelters and artifacts (Lee, 1993) , and medicines (Begossi, Hanazaki, & Tamashiro, 2002 ). Yet, for all of these benefits, plants have always posed very real dangers.
Plants produce toxins as defenses against predators that can be harmful, or even deadly, if ingested (Keeler & Tu, 1983; Palo & Robbins, 1991) . Some plants also employ physical defenses, such as fine hairs, thorns, and noxious oils, that can damage tissues and cause systemic effects (Kingsbury, 1983) . Hunter-gatherer populations across the world exploit these botanical facts by using toxic plant chemicals in rituals (van Andel, Ruysschaert, Van de Putte, & Groenendijk, 2013) , to make poison arrow tips (Marlowe, 2010) , and to poison rivers as a fishing tactic (Ringhofer, 2009) .
The costs associated with plant defenses have shaped the physiology and behavior of many non-human animal species. These include purging mechanisms (e.g., vomiting) and mechanisms to break down toxins in the gut (Kingsbury, 1983) , specific aversions based on taste or adverse experience (Rozin & Kalat, 1971) , and behavioral strategies such as sampling small quantities of an unknown plant, and eating a variety of plants to minimize consumption of any one toxic compound (Freeland & Janzen, 1974) . There is some evidence that humans may possess similar purging mechanisms and taste aversions to protect against plant toxins at vulnerable stages of development (e.g., pregnancy sickness; Profet, 1992; and children's aversion to vegetables; Cashdan, 1998) . Further, because heating breaks
